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Prophet whose missionaries overran and converted the whole of
northern Africa. In the Sudan one race especially, the Fula or
Fellatah, a mixture of Negroes and Berbers, who are to be found
everywhere south and east of the Senegal river as the dominating
class of society, have long been a menace to French authority. But
railways and roads and aeroplanes and tanks and caterpillar trac-
tors are more powerful than all the Sudras or verses of the Koran.
The Fellatah are learning to drive motor cars. Romance is rapidly
making its exit by way of the petrol pump.
Before the French and the English and the Germans settled
down in the Sudan, the greater part of this territory belonged to
those Charming native princes who had grown rich stealing each
other's subjects and selling them into slavery* Some of these
potentates have gained a certain sad fame as among the most pic-
turesque but also the most brutal of bygone despots, No matter
how greedy the new white master might be, he was always a
great improvement on the black tyrant who had just been
deposed.
The greater part of the southern Sudan is ait off from the ocean
by the high steep-faced terraces of the plateau which follows the
coastline of the Gulf of Guinea. This prevents rivers such as the
Niger from playing a really important part in the development of
the interior, for, like the Congo, the Niger is obliged to take a very
roundabout way to avoid the main mass of these highlands and,
just before it reaches the coast, it must dig a channel through them,
with the result that there arc a number of cataracts where they are
least wanted (that is, near the sea). The upper part of die great
African river is often navigable, but there is nobody there to
navigate it In the case of the Niger this does not hold true. It is
more a succession of long lakes and small pools than a regular
river, as Mungo Park discovered in 1805 when he gave his life to
find the river of which he had dreamed since he was a small boy
in Scotland. The formation of the river may have been the reason
why the Sudanese, deprived of all waterways, wen: able to make
such a success of their overland trade-routes, and why Timbuktu,
on the left bank of the upper Niger, could become such a very
important centre of trade, the Nijni-Novgorod of Africa, where